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BOOK REVIEWS. 



England in America. 1580-1652. By Lyon Gardner Tyler, LL. D., 
President of William and Mary College. With Maps. New York 
and London. Harper & Bros., Publishers. 1904. 

This book is one of a series of twenty-eight volumes known as "The 
American Nation: A History." These books are divided into five 
groups, the first group relating to the Foundations of the Nation; the 
second to Transformation into the Nation; the third to the Develop- 
ment of the Nation; the fourth to the Trial of Nationality; and the 
fifth to National Expansion. To the first group belongs the book 
under review. The publishers were wise in selecting Lyon G. Tyler 
to write on England in America, for, as it has been truly said, he is 
especially qualified for the task, being an author whose descent and 
historical interest connect him both with Northern and Southern 
groups of English settlements in America. The book has been and 
will continue to be read with special interest in Virginia, not only on 
account of its intrinsic value but on account of the fact that its author 
is so widely known and generally respected. The first two chapters 
of the work deal with unsuccessful attempts to plant English colonies. 
The next two chapters describe the founding of the first successful 
colony in Virginia, and emphasize the four notable features of that 
movement, which features are described by the editor as follows: 
First, The Creation of Colonizing Companies; second, The Great 
Waste of Money and Sacrifice of Life Caused by the Failure of the 
Colonizers to Adapt Themselves to the Conditions of Life in America; 
third, The Part Which the Staple Crop of Tobacco Took in Rendering 
Permanent the Effort to Colonize Virginia; and, fourth, The Early 
Evidence of the Unconquerable Desire of Self-Government Brought 
Out in the Movements of the First Assembly in 1619 and the Later 
Colonial Government. 

The author also discusses The Founding of Maryland and of The 
New England Colonies. The aim of the volume is not only to show 
the progress of English colonies but the reasons therefor. 

The Real Lincoln. From the Testimony of His Contemporaries. 
By Charles L. C. Minor, M. A., LL. D. Second Edition, Re- 
vised and Enlarged. Everett Waddey Co., Richmond, Va., 1904. 
$1.00. 

This is the book made famous by the fact that it was excluded from 
the shelves of the library of Harvard University and ordered to be 
burned. Its author formerly occupied a chair in a University of the 
South and was the first president of the Virginia Polytechnic In- 
stitute, and was for many years connected with the Episcopal High 
School in Alexandria. Mr. Minor thinks that an altogether mistaken 
estimate of Abraham Lincoln now exists and that many good qualities 
are attributed to him which even the most eulogistic biographers of 
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his own day would not claim for him. The author says that his pur- 
pose is not to foster ill will between the North and the South but 
that he considers it his duty to correct the present day misrepresenta- 
tions as to the real qualities of Mr. Lincoln. To prove his points he 
quotes the writings of the closest associates of Mr. Lincoln's public 
life, of the contemporaneous newspapers friendly to his administra- 
tion, and from government documents and publications. Mr. Minor 
expresses no opinion of his own, but the whole book is little more nor 
less than quotations from others. It is a most interesting compilation 
and possesses undoubted historical value, but the reader lays down 
the book with a tired feeling, because it is never pleasant, even to an 
ill-tempered man, to hear abuse and nothing but abuse, concerning 
one whom all must admit had many good qualities. 

The Federal Statutes Annotated. Notes on the Constitution of the 
United States. By Thomas H. Calvert. Compiled under the 
editorial supervision of William M. McKinney. Vol. IX. Ed- 
ward Thompson Company, Northport, Long Island, New York. 
1906. 

This volume continues and completes the notes of the Federal Con- 
stitution begun in Volume 8. In reviewing that volume we took 
occasion to say that it was the most interesting and valuable of the 
entire series. The "palm" must now pass to Volume 9, especially 
since it devotes nearly three hundred pages to the discussion of the 
Fourteenth Amendment, which has now become an important factor 
in the every day practice of law. The method of treating this most 
important amendment renders all the decisions pertaining to it readily 
and quickly accessible. The volume ends with a very voluminous 
index to the notes on the Constitution covering nearly three hundred 
pages. 

A Treatise on the Law of Municipal Corporations. By Howard S. 
Abbott, of the Minneapolis Bar, late Special Master in Chan- 
cery Union Pacific Railroad Receivership; Master in Chancery 
U. S. Circuit Court; Lecturer on Public and Private Corporations 
and Civil Law, University of Minnesota. In three volumes. 
Keefe-Davidson Company, St. Paul. 1905, 

The subject of these volumes is one of great and growing impor- 
tance. The marvelous growth of the city population and the great 
enterprises now being undertaken by municipalities, far in excess of 
what was dreamt of a decade ago, renders especially timely the ap- 
pearance of this work. The author discusses the subject under eleven 
general heads. His first chapter is devoted to Definitions and then 
follow chapters on Corporate Life and Existence; Legislative Power 
Over Public Corporations and Its Limitations; Corporate Elections; 
The Powers of Public Corporations; Public Revenues; Their Collec- 
tion and Disbursement; Governing Bodies; Public Office and Officers; 
Public Property: Liability for Negligence, Public Duties; and Ac- 



